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Reverse Outlining Exercise

Please read the Purdue OWL guidelines that explain how to create a reverse outline of your written text. You might also consult the GMU Writing Center guide, “Reverse Outlining,” for additional information. 

Enter your responses directly on this worksheet. When you have finished, save your document using the following file naming protocol: LastNameOutline. 

If you need additional rows for more than 12 paragraphs, add them using the “insert row in a table” tool, available under the “Table” drop down menu in Word. 

Complete the Analysis section. 

Next, submit your saved document to the Reverse Outlining exercise in Blackboard.

	Topic of each paragraph. 
Be brief.
	Topic sentence for each paragraph. 
Copy and paste the exact topic sentence in the paragraph. If there is no topic sentence for the paragraph, explain why.
	Describe the purpose of the paragraph. 
Briefly describe the function each paragraph plays in the essay. Verify if those functions match the features of the public writing genre you chose.

	Para 1 
	
	

	Para 2 
	
	

	Para 3
	
	

	Para 4
	
	

	Para 5
	
	

	Para 6
	
	

	Para 7
	
	

	Para 8
	
	

	Para 9
	
	

	Para 10
	
	

	Para 11
	
	

	Para 12
	
	



ANALYSIS. Enter your responses directly beneath each question. 

1. Read through the column that lists the topic sentences. Do those sentences alone create an organized translation of your scholarly article that a general audience could understand?
2. Read through the column that lists the purpose of each paragraph. Do those descriptions show that you have addressed the organizational pattern of the genre of public writing you chose?
3. What revisions would you make based on what you learned from your reverse outline? 
